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I 

Editor's Preface. 

THE late Bifliop Burnet's 
abilities, dsa writer, are 
fo univerfally ackowledged, by 
the beft judges, that I flatter 
myfelf, the fugitive little piece, 
which I here offer to the pub- 
lic, will be received with plea- 
fure. 

Of its authenticity there can 

be no doubt, feeing the manu- 

fcript is entirely and evidently 

the Bifhop's own hand writing; 

A 4 as 
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as appears by comparing it with 
a receipt granted by him for a 
year's ilipend, in 1665, when 
he iivas miniftpr pf Saltoun ; in 
the body of which receipt he 
declares the fame to be written 
with his hand : and ip verifica- 
tion of this voucher, nothing 
more need be faid, than that it 
was furnifhed by the Right 
Honourable the Lord Milton, 
one of the Senators of the Col- 
lege of Juftice, keeper of hjs 
Majefty's Signet in Scotland, 
anjd the reprefentatiye of the 
great Andrew Fletcher Efq; qf 
^altoun. 

The 
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The original MS. together 
with this proof of its being the 
genuine work of Bifhop Burnet, 
was put into the publifher's 
hands, (where any per/on of cu- 
riofity may have the fatisfadion 
pf f^eii)g apd comparing them) 
by Sir Alexander Dick of Pref- 
tonfield, Baronet; who found 
^he MS. amopg the papers of 
his grand father, Sir John Cun- 
inghame of Caprington, Baronet, 
a very learned man and eminent 
Scotch lawyer in the reign of 
King Charles II. 

Of this Sir John Cunninghame, 
the Bifhop gives an excellent 

cha- 
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chara<5ler, in the hiftory of his 
own times, Vol. I. p. 238. * 

folio, 

♦ The pcrfon, whom I believed the beft 
as to all fuch things, was one Sir John 
Cunningham, an eminent lawyer, who 
had an cftatc in the country, and was the 
moft extraordinary man of hisprofeffion 
in that kingdom. He was epifoopal be- 
yond moft men in Scotland, who for the 
far grcateft part thought that forms of go- 
vernment were in their own nature indif- 
ferent, and might be either good or bad 
according to the hands in which they fell ; 
whereas he thought epifcopacy was of a 
divine right, fettled by Chrift. He was 
not only very learned in the civil and canon 
law, and in the philofophical learning, but 
was very univerfal in all other learning : 
he was a great divine and well read in the 
Fathers, and in ecclefiaftical hiftory. He 
was above all, a man of eminent probity, 

and 
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Tolio, and feems to value him- 
self on the perfonal friend/Lip 
and intimacy with which he was 
honoured by him. This cir- 
Cumftance, added to that of the 
MS. being found among that 
gentleman's papers, would na- 
turally lead one to think that it 
was addreiTed to him ; were it 
;not that our author gives him 
to whom he writes the title of a 
Lord : whereas it does not ap-. 
pear that Sir John was ever raif- 
ed to the dignity of Lord Advo- 
cate, or of a Lord of Seffion. 

and Qf a fwect temper, and indeed one of 
•be pioufeft men of the nation.-:— 

How- 
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However, it is plain from the 
contents, that this Eflay was 
written at the defire, and for 
the ufe, of feme very confider- 
able perfonage, about the lattei^ 
end of the year i66S, when 
the Author, as he tells us, was 
not quite 25 years of age; hav- 
ing been born, as appears from 
his life, at Edinburgh, in 1643* 

The fubjedl of this little trea- 
tife is, moft certainly, of a very 
intereftjng nature, not only to 
parents and fuch othp-s as are 
more immediately and diredly 
concerned in the right educa- 
tion of youth, but to the whole 

com- 
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community in general: and in 
both thefe views our Author 
jeems to have attentively and 
honeftly confidered it, never 
lofing fight of his Pupils, even 
from the lifping ftate of infancy, 
up to that of ripe manhood. 

The counfels he gives, and 
the regulations he propofes, to- 
gether with his reafbns for them, 
fcem well to deferve the ferious 
and mature confiderationof eve* 
ry parent, guardian, governor, 
and preceptor of youth: for 
though every one of thefe will 
hot, probably, think fit to adopt 
all his fentiments, in every cir- 

cum- 
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cumftance; yet thofe who do 
not think with him, may per^^ 
h»ps learn from him to think 
for themfclves. 

. As to the language, the read- 
er will not expeft the EngH(h to 
be Co corred, fo pure, or fo ele- 
gant as that oF the Bifhop's later 
works, when he confiders that 
this Eflay was written near an 
hundred^ years ago, in Scotland, 
and to a friend, without the 
leaft fufpicion that it would ever 
te publifhed. It would indeed 
have been eafy to give it a more, 
fafhionable dfeis, by proper cor- 
redions of the fpellii^,; the ex- 
6 prcf- 
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preflion, and indeed of the gram- 
matical conftrudion, about 
which the Scotch, not much 
ufed to write in thofe days, were 
but too carelefs : but the editor, 
thinking it would be more fatif- 
fadlory to the curious, to fee 
how fuch an author as Bi(hop 
Burnet wrote fo long ago as 
1668, hath here faithfully and 
literally copied the original ma- 
nufcript. In fhort, he conceiv- 
ed that he could not ad: other- 
wife, Without taking an unjufti- 
fiable liberty with his author, and 
with the publick. 
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N 

EDUCATION. 

THERE is nothing the law of 
nature doth more oblige men to^ 
than carefully to educate and cultivate 
their children, this being the trucft ex- 
preffion of a father's love. And there- 
fore the philofopher Crates often laid 
that he would goc to the moft remark-* 
able place of the city and <:all aloud, O 
Fathers, what doe you ? fo carefully td 
gather fortunes to your children, and 
fo little to conflder what they are, to 
whom you leave them. And upon 
good ground did the wife Theban, 
B being 
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being afked in the fchool at Athens, 
what were the caufes of the ruine of 
a ftate^ reckon one of the chiefe, to be 
the negledtof the education of the ybuth. 
For fince there is in man a natural by- 
as and propenfity to corruption, it is 
not to be doubted, but ill difciplined 
children will prove, for moft part, dif- 
folute and profligate men. The obliqui- 
ty of trees is eafily correded, if-obfer- 
ved while they are young and fmall ; 
but after many years growth, neither 
by force nor induftry, can that which 
is crooked be made flraight; and of this 
Lycufgus convinced the Spartans, by 
the whelps both procreated and whelp- 
ed at once, but by the diverfity of their 
breeding, the one was excellent for 
hunting, and the other fit for nothing 
but to lick difhes, and lay by a fire. 
Of fuch importance did the Romans 
judge the educatiofi of their youth, that 

there 
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there was one inchargcd with the in- 
fpedion of it -, and this office was judg- 
ed a high truft and a great honour, and 
was aftep to the cenforial, if not to the 
confular dignity* 

But befides the bonds of nature and 
qf fociety, we chriftians are under a 
clofer tye> fince to fathers the care of 
children is fo often injoined in holy 
Scriptures ; as likewife fathers become 
Iponfors for their children in baptifme i 
and therefore, by that furetyfhip, are 
engaged to the utmoft care and dili- 
gence in feeing to their chriftian, virtu- 
ous, and rational education. 

But all this, I know, is needlefs to 
your lordfhip, whofe chiefe care andfo- 
licitude about your children is, that they 
be good chriftians aad wife countrymen, 
and in whom I have obferved no more 
B a paf- 
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paffionate defire of any thing than of 
difcrcct governours, and wholcfomc 
rules for improving and poli(hing the 
minds of your children : and as this ge^ 
nerous care is indeed iingular in you^ 
fb your humility is to be reckoned a- 
mong thofe virtues wrhich ftiine with 
the brighteft luftre, appearing in this, 
that notwithftanding of your o^^h great 
reach in all ihittgs, you are yet fo dif- 
truftful of your own meafures in fuch 
an important affair, as to alk my poor 
thoughts about it. 

My Lord, my pride were as bafe as 
your virtue is noble, if I judged myfelf 
capable of adviling, muchleffe diredling 
you herein : yet fo clofely is tt\y foul 
linked to all your concerns, by the 
ftraiteft bond of a clofc and entire friend- 
ihipy and fo ardently do I defire the 
welfare of your family and hopeful 

chil- 
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children, that I fhall give you a full and 
copious account of my thoughts on this 
matter, which though they be no 
other way ufeful to you, yet (hall at 
leaft tfcll you how often and ferioufly I 
think on you and yours, even when I 
fee you not, and how I value not my 
time nor pains, when any thing that 
may be the fubjedt of advantage, plea-» 
fure, or divertifement to you call for 
them. I (hould alfo preface of my own 
unfitnefs forthis tafk from my fewyeares^ 
and the fmall experience I have had in 
this affair; but I fliall frankly, and with- 
out further formality, give you my beft 
and matureft thoughts j wherein if I ^ 
come (hort of your expedtation, it is be- 
caufe your opinion of me exceeds my 
merit. I therefore fubjedl all to your 
cenfure, defiring that you will for- 
give the unpoliftied rudcnefs of ftyle in 
me, who by a long and dayly converfe 
B 3 with 
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with Clowncs am become more than 
halfc a Bour myfelfe. 

Thefirft ftep of our Thoughts, inre- 
fercircc to children, fliould be a wife and 
difcrcet choice of her who {hall be their 
mother ; for as grafFcs bear fruit of the 
kind of the ftock whence they are cropt, 
fo often doe children receive deep and 
kfting impreffions of their mother's tem- 
per j and for this caufedidthe Lacedemo- 
nians threaten their King, when he was 
about to marry a dwarfe, alledging that 
{he would bring forth not Kings but 
Kinglings. And alfo parents (hould a- 
void all wafting intemperance, and ex-^ 
cefse; for fince the minds of children 
are moulded into the temper of that 
cafe and body wherein they arc thruft, 
and the healthfulnefs and ftrength of 
their bodies is fuitable to the fource 
ancl fountain whence they fprung. 
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it dearly appears that perfons wafted 
by drunkennefs or venery muft procre- 
ate unhealthful, crazy, and often mean- 
fpiritcd chHdren 5 though there being fo 
many things joyning in this compoynd 
of a man, none of thefe probabilities mufl; 
pafle for affertions or conclusions. 

A child being bom, the firft care 
is its nurfing ; and indeed it is an af- 
fedionate and Chriftian piece of the 
mother's care;, recommended by the 
holy women in Scripture, and the 
more virtuous in all ages, to nurfe her 
own children, if her nourifliment be 
abundant and good, and if her health 
and ftrength will permit ; and to de-» 
cline it upon any other account be- 
wraies either immodefty, or, a lazy 
inexcufable foftnefs. That the child 
fucks in with the milk many fpirits, 
and by confcquencexnuch of the nurfe'« 
B 4 tcm- 
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temper, is apparent. She (hould be 
therefore well chofen, and particularly 
{he (hould be free of thofe vices that 
infect the body; fuch as uncleannefs, 
boldnefs> or love of drink. 

All a child can be then taught is 
cleanlinefs ; upon Mrhich what a value 
the ancients ^t^ appears from that a 
philofopher, among the moral precepts 
he gives a child, reckons this, to keep 
his hands always clean ; and befides 
the fuitablenefs the purity of the mind 
bath to the cleanlinefs of the body, 9 
habitual love of cleannefs may prove a 
good curb to preferve children from 
many nafty tricks. 

The pext choice (hould be of the 
women that fliall keep them after they 
are weaned, that they be difcreetandmo- 
dcft: for many bafc fluts learne children 

Ycry 
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Tcry early obfcenc talk and impure ac- 
tions. 

How foon as a child can diftindly 
pronounce every word, and underfland$ 
all that is fpoken, he (hould be taught 
to read, which is ufually when they are 
four years old or five. Then fhould 
fome of the feeds of religion be dropt in- 
to them, that there is a God, a Heayen, 
and Hell (hould be often told them, but 
chiefly the laft, which they can befl: 
underftand : only the terrifying them 
with frightful ftories or vifars is a 
mighty errour; for befide the prefent 
prejudice it may occafion by Aeir fud- 
den ftartling and difcompofure, it may 
Bourifh and breed in them a bog- 
ling humour, which may flick to 
them and trouble them at a riper age. 

They fhould be alfo taught fome ve- 
ry (hort forms of Prayers, the Lord's 

Prayer, 



Digitized 



by Google 



[lo] 

Prayer, -the Doxology, or the like, and 
be made fay them, not in their beds, 
but on their knees, morning and even- 
ing; fo that there may grow in them 
with their years a reverence to God. 

For their manners, fo green an age 
is capable of few precepts, habitual lying 
fliould be well guarded againft ; for this 
bafe cuftom being once acquired in 
youth will not eafily be driven away. 
The chief occafions of it in them arc 
fear and malice. Severe parents or 
mafters, by their rigorous punifhing the 
faults of little ones, teach them this 
fiavifli and hateful fin. The beft 
ward againft this hazard is to promife a 
child a ready pardon for the greateft 
fault if they candidly confefs it : and 
indeed to teach an habitual ingenuity 
may well deferve a connivance at great 
cfcapcs. A humour alfo of telling ill 

of 
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feed this cuftom of lying 5 which is 
the more to be guarded againft, bccaufe 
it is coupled to another evil almoft as 
bad, dctradion and envy. This fault 
will alfo be beft correded by a conftant 
pardoning the child accufed, and a 
tranflating the puniflimcnt due to the 
fault upon the tatler. 

Swearing, Obfpenity, and terms of 
Scolding are alfo to be looked to in Chil- 
dren; but a difcreet choice in their 
fcrvants and play-fellows is the fureft 
prefervative againft thefe vices. 

As for their Reading we have two 
crrours in our common courfe: the one 
is to begin them with a fcurvy black 
letter, and with a Catechifm full 
of long and harfli words, unintelligible 

to 
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to children. Now fince it is an unU 
verfal rule to begin with what is eafieft, 
this way is not to be ufed. A book of 
a white and fair letter fliould be firft put 
in their hands: as alfo they fliould begin 
with the Pfalms, where the frequent 
repetition of the fame words together 
with the plainnefs of the ftyle, will 
make their laboui; eafier. In their 
reading, they fliould be taught to pro- 
nounce fully and plainly, without peep- 
ing, tone, or chirping; and therefore 
I Ijjk^ npt their reading firft the Pf^lms, 
in metre, where the cadence of the 
line learnes them a tone; but the 
chief care in reading fliould be to fee 
that they fylbbje well, and be exafl: to 
^ it without book. * The officious 
fefte of fomc matters, to drive chil- 
dren faft through books lofeth them in 
this. 

As 
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As their memory and capacity grow- 
eth, they fliould be made to get (hort 
and feledt fentences of Scripture by 
heart, for if a child at fix or feven 
years be made every day to remember 
one verfe, and to repeat thenni always 
on the Saturday or Lords Day, he (hall 
know much Scripture, ere he arrive at 
a ripe age. And this Rule deferves 
the rather to be followed, becaufe the 
impreffions that arc made in that age 
^r-e well rooted and long-lived. 

As for punifhing children on this fide 
offevei>or eight years old it muft be 
managed with difcretion. All the hu- 
mours, follies, wildnefs> and indifcretions 
of children, except thofe I have above 
marke-d, (hould be pafled over in laugh-* 
ttr : for to expeft or force other things 
ftom children is to contradid nature, 
which made children children and not 
mdtt. Remif- 
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Remifnefs in ftudy (hould alfo be lit-* 
de conGdered: two hours a day tUl 
they be fix, and three or four till they 
be feven or eight is penance enough 
for young children* 

If a child Jieed ftrokes, it muft be- 
wray either much weaknefs in his fa- 
ther or mafter, or a great frowardnefs 
in the child. Praife and kindnefs are the 
beft encouragements of children, and 
to reward their diligence and good maa-> 
ners with pretty knacks, gilded books, 
fuch ornaments to their clothes as their 
rank and purfe will allow, pieces of 
money, and gratifications of the pa- 
late, will more fweetly engage a child, 
than any crofsgrained carriage. The pu- 
niihments alfo of moft faults, ihould be 
a with-holding thefe re wards;. -and if 
there be another whom the child emu-* 
lates, to confer them on him. If this pre- 

■ . vail 
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vail not, frowning will not, and (hould 
never be ufcd, but in the very aft of 
corredion : for frequent chiding either 
makes it to be wholly flighted, or alie- 
nates the heart of the child from his 
parent or mafter. And indeed the phi- 
Lofophcr's ftone, and mafter-piece of e- 
ducation,. is fo to ply a child as to gain 
bis heart, and retain his afFedion. 
The faults we intend not to punifli, wc 
fliould. not notice, for it is much better 
a child judge that he miffeth the rod, 
through his matter's ignorance :or not 
obfcrvance, than that his faults are con- 
nived at, and he fufFered to behave 4s 
he pleafeth ; which apprehenfion may 
be the fource of much evih Otherways 
of puniftiing are fcorning children, and 
publick fliaming them out of their fol- 
lies ; which courfe may be praifltfed 
with good fuccefs, till a child be ten or 
twelve years of age 5 but after that it 

is 
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is no more to be praflifed. Children 
fhoald ht f6ldom threatened but feldom- 
er beaten, yet when need doth require 
it, it fhould be done to fome purpofe ; 
and the more unfrequent and fevere it 
be, it (hall breed more terrour in the 
child ; for euftomary or flight correc- 
tions make thecti little dreaded. 

But the greateft difficulty in breed- 
ing young ones, is whether to do it by 
publick matters in fchool, or by private 
ones at home. The advantages of 
fchools are great ; for fince emulation? 
is that which prelTeth children moft ef- 
fe(flfcially to their ftudies in fchools, they 
have many provocations that wayj as 
alfo company makes all go mofl: vigo- 
roufly about their work; and befides 
in a fchool there are many pretty re- 
creations, which exhilarates children; 
and therefore undoubtedly a fchool if 
^ well 
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Well managed, is a fpeedier and morefuc- 
cefsful courfe ; but for all this, I (hould 
be flow to advife one, whofe purfe can 
anfwcr tcra private education, to adven- 
ture on a fchool ; for I judge the morals 
of a child to be that which dcfcrvcs 
the chieffe care, and the great diflblute- 
nefs that ihufl: needs be in a rabble of 
bafe ill-bred boys, doth much fcate ihc 
froni fchc)ol education. As alfo I dd 
not conclude it a good and fafe courfe 
to ripen children too fafi : for fincc dif- 
cretion doth not ripen, but with years, 
to fill a child's fails with too much wind 
of knowledge, before he can have the 
ballaft of fettled wifdotn^ fcfems ah errour 
in breeding j a3 alfo by reafon of the 
fmall encouragertient and contempt 
fbhoolfnifters lye under, few of fpirits 
ply that art except it be for a livelihood 
tin they befit for mounting higher, and 
fO arc more bufied in minding the courfe 
C of 
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of life they intend to follow, than their 
prefent employment ; and they for the 
moft part negled: children : and as for 
the ordering their morals, which I ac- 
count the chiefFe part of education, they 
fcarce once mind it, or if there be fome few 
more expert in that employment, their 
fchools are much flocked to, fo that the 
greateft part are much neglected, and 
the moft confiderable are lefs looked too 
by pne who hath perhaps a hundred 
others to divide his care amongft, than 
by one whofe only and entire work it is to 
fee to him. 

But as for emulation, I confefs, without 
it, I fliall expedbut {mall, and flow pro- 
grefs from all children, if they be not An- 
gularly rare : it will be therefore a good 
courfe to have another learning with the 
child, not a fervant, left he difdain to en- 
ter the lifts with him > not one too far be- 
yond 
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yond him in years and landing, left he be 
difcouraged ; yet one who by all likely- 
hood may outrun him. 

As for the place of education, it 
ieems fitteft for perfons of quality to 
breed their thildc'en out of their own 
houfcs, if their health be any way good 
^od regular • and that becaufe oft the 
fondnefs of parents, efpecially the ino- 
thcrs, is the lofs of children i as alfo in 
^ gucat family among many fervants, 
6<peciaHy grooms and footmen, thcrd are 
iriany debordings and occafiohs of cor- 
rupting youth ; arid th6fc alfo by their vain 
flatteries fpoil children. Great conflu- 
ence of company will alfo occafion many 
fteceflary avocaticms to a boy ; and too 
great a taible may make a child tod much 
a flave to his belly and tafte. A private 
houfe, therefore, of fome difbreet friend, 
^ill be perhaps the bcft place for a 
C 2 - child's 
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€hild*s education. Thus the Cartha- 
ginians put ail children of quality, after 
they were three years old, into the 
temples among the Prieftis, where they 
lived till they were twelve. 

For a child's cxercifes, he fhould be 
allowed all that he hath a mitid to, if 
they be not too exceffive wafters of 
his body, and devourers of his time, 
dnd a child, from whom parents would 
expedl much comfort, fhould not be 
bred too foftly, delicioufly, or arro- 
gantly; for this debauches them into 
fordid luxury and effeminacy. They 
fhould be therefore taught to cat any 
thing, and not to cxpcdt that every 
thing be done to them by fervants ; but 
learn to put on and off their clothes, 
and other things belonging to them- 
felvcs ; that fo, however their fortune 
alteri tliey be early taught to bear a 
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lower condition. Only fine clothes, 
and variety of them, is an encourage- 
ment I would not have denied to chil- 
dren ; efpecially to fueh as fee others 
of their own rank in good order. And 
fo far hav€ I adventured to fay of 
children, while their childhood lafts s . 
that is, till they be feven or eight years 
dd; though many of the advices I 
hav€ fuggefted may ^>e of ufc to a riper 
age* 

Having thus difmifled our child, I 
come next to examine how his boyifli 
youth-hood Ihould be managed ; that 
is, till he be fourteen years old, which 
is the next period of life. And the 
firft thing here to be thought on, is the 
choice of a Governour and Preceptour. 
For if one's fortune can anfwer this 
double charge, I would wifli thefe offi- 
jccs wCrc in fundry hands : for as there 
C 3 be 
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be few furniflied with fo much difgr^-' 
tion as is requifite in a governour fit or 
able to teach, or of a temper to ftooj) 
to fo mean an employment, fo there be 
few abljc preceptours who are in any, 
degree qualified for th? government of 
youth ; they being for moft part pe- 
dantick, imperious, and trifling peo- 
ple 5 and further, the ai^thority a govern* 
pur fhopld prefcrve,, can hardly be kept 
up in the perfon of a preceptor, who , 
by the many quarrellings he muft have 
with thq boy, and by the rrwny un- 
plcalant t^iks be muft put him to, can- 
not have fo deep a (hare in his affec- 
tion, as a governour ought to have. 
If the father be a man of vi^ifdome and 
virluej and have leifure and opportunity 
to ftay much at home, he will prove 
the beft governour himfclf ; but when 
this h denied hi mi great diligence and 
care m,uft be had/ to make a -good 
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choice. Marc Aurele, that he might 
find good goverhours for his fon, called 
for all the eminenteft in the liberall 
fciences throw the world, out of 
which number, after he had ufed him-- 
felf all imaginable exadnefs in trying 
them, he made choice of fourteen, two 
for every liberal art ; and that he might 
the better pbferve their carriage and. 
behaviour, he kept them always nigh 
himfelf; and undoubtedly the whole 
education of the child depends on the 
fitnefs of this choice. What a deplor- 
able errour is it to intruft youths prcfent- 
ly come from college, who cannot 
govern themfelves, and pedants, with 
the breeding of noblemen, whofc ar- 
rogance, ignorance, indifcretion, rude- 
nefs, and rriilbehaviour doe ruine.youth. 

The two great caufes of the penury of 

governours, are thefej firft the con- 
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tempt that this employment Is expofed 
to, they being held and treated as fer- 
vants, which makes gentlemen or men 
of parts difdain it. Otherwif?did Au- 
rele the Emperor, who made his fon's 
governours eat at his own table; and 
Theodofius who once found his fon's 
governour, Arfenius, (landing bare 
while he w^as fitting, and ordered that 
in all time thereafter, his fons (hould 
ftand uncovered by him, apd he fit 
covered. And as a more relpedful way 
of treating governours would allur<? 
many to the employment, fb it ftiould 
conduce much to preferve in the youths 
tefped: towards their governour. In 
Athens wee read that the nobleft an4 
beft of that ftate were educators of 
youth; fuch as Socrates, Plato, Epicu-i 
rus, and Ariftotle. The like was alfq 
?t Rome. 

Anothcf 
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Another reafon of the penury of go- 
vernours, is the unworthy niggardnefs 
of parents, who grudge to give a confi- 
derable reward, whereby they may be 
well maintained and encouraged. It is 
a frugality, the wifdoai whereof I can- 
not comprehend, to mefnage a youths 
fortune, at the lofs of bis education. 
What an inexcufable folly is it, to fee 
parents beftow largely for a horfe to 
their fon, and for grooms to drefs him> 
and for trimming of his clothes and 
linnens, and yet ftand upon a good fa- 
lary for a difcrect governour. Ariftip- 
pus having counfelled a father to fee 
for a good tutor to his fon, he was ask- 
ed what would that amount too ; he 
anfwcred a hundred crowns j the co-* 
vetous wretch replied, that fuch a 
fpm might buy him a flave ; Well, 
faid Ariftippus, beftow your money fa, 

and 
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and you fhall have two flaves, the one 
your ill-bred fon, and the other he 
whom you buy for your money. A 
large and confiderable falary therefore, 
whereby one may live as a gentleman, 
if it procure a good governour, is the 
beft mefnaged money the boy can 
have. 

All hiftories tell us, befide the evi- 
dence reafon gives for the thing, what 
advantages youths have reaped from 
wife educators, and the beft and great- 
eft Princes have been thofe whom phi- 
lofophers bred. Darius was bred by 
Lichan the philofopher; Artaxerxes by 
Menandre; Alexander by Ariftotle ; 
Xeniad king of Corinth by Chilon ; 
Epaminondas by Lyfis; Pyrrhus by 
Artemius; Trajan by Plutarque^ and 

many more. 
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The ^cafures whereby governours 
ibuld be chofcn are thefej firft, he 
fould be one that fincerely fears God : 
for, fince that is the chief dcfign of 
man, it fould be firft looked to ; yet 
fuperftition in religion fould be none of 
the qualifications I would dcfire in one, 
but one of generous, fublime, and ra- 
tional maxims, fould be chieffly fought 
for. Branches of thcfe are virtue, can- 
dor, contempt of the world, humility, • 
and meeknefsj for one that hath 
crooked notions or bad praftifes in any 
of thefe, muft make a bad governour. 

Wifcdome and difcretion is to be 
fought in the next place, without 
which even a good man will prove a 
bad governour, if he have not the wife 
arts of gaining the youth's love, of 
tyming reprooflS, of infinuating pre* 
cepts, and of nruxierating bis correcr 
tions. A 
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A ferene good nature is alfo a very 
n^ccflary qualification for a governour ; 
that by his morofenes he may not dc-: 
terre the youth from his conipany, but 
by his fweet behaviour may make him 
delight in his converfation : yet with 
this there muft be joyned gravity, o- 
therwife he ihall quickly lofe his au- 
thority ; and indeed it is a rare com- 
pound to find a juft mixture of dou- 
ceur and gravity. For the want of 
this did Marc Aurele turn off fyve of 
his fon's governours ; becaufe at table 
upon the occafion of fome buffonery 
they laughed fo intemperately, that 
they ftamped, clapped their hands and 
frifkcd with their bodies. 

And in the laft place, I would chufe 
one of various learning. I place this 
laft, for indeed I judge learning the 
meaneft piece of education, and were 

it 
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it not that ftudy preferves youths from 
idlenefs and worfe cxercifes, I fould 
not very carneftly recommend it to the 
breeding of all youth : for indeed the 
right framing of their minds, and form- 
ing their manners, is moft to be 
thought upon : as alfo, fince I would 
have languages taught by a diftinit pre- 
ceptor, 1 fould not much ftand on it 
whither the governour were exadk in 
them or not: but I would not have 
him one who hath made one fcience 
his whole ftudy ; for often confined 
ftudents have ftraitned and narrow: 
thoughts ; as alfo one of various lite- 
rature may give the youth hints of all 
things, whereby as he fhall teach him 
many things, fo the variety of the mat- 
ters he can difcourfe of to the boy, 
will make his converfation more a- 
greeable and pleafant ; whereas if he 
alwaies harp upon one ftring, that will 

breed 
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treed i naufea ; but chiefly by giving 
him ane infight into many things he 
ihall beft difcover where his ftrengtb 
lycth, and to what ftudy his inclina- 
tions lead him. 

Having got a governour as nigh thisf 
as can be had at any rate, he miift be 
engaged to love the child and family 
where he is : for love and friendfliipf 
are moft forcible mbtives and attrac- 
tives, which prevail more with inge- 
nuous fpirits then all fallerys. Having 
him thus engaged by true friendfliip; 
ais you fhall be aflured of his utftioft di- 
ligence, fo you fhall be fecure from? 
fears of having him pulled from you by' 
the offer of a greater of better condi- 
tion ; fince friendfhip in a vertuou? 
mind downweighs all other confidera- 
tions i and a change in a governour is 
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among the grcateft prejudices a boy 
can fuftain. 

Being thus well ferved in a govcr- 
nour, I fliould not be very anxious 
about a preceptor ; being fatisfied with 
any that hath ability and dexterity for 
teaching thefe things for which I feek 
him ; though I could be heartily glad 
to get one well qualified as to other 
things, that in cafe of the govcrnout 
his ficknefs or neceflary abfence, he 
might in fome tolerable degree fill his 
place. 

And fo farre of the choice of a go- 
vernour, on which I have enlarged and 
infifted perhaps to tedioufncs : but I 
hold it to be the mofl: important matter 
in this whole work, which being well 
done, the whole defigne is as good as 
gained. 

But 
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But next I fhall confider how but 
boy fould be trained up. In the firft 
place, the main care fould be to infufe 
in him early, a great fenfc of the Deity, 
together with a holy reverence to Scrip- 
ture, joined with a high cfteeme of 
vertuous perfones and adtions, and a^ 
great a contempt of vicious ones. Thefe 
fould be ever and anon repeated and 
inculcated in children ; and as theii* 
fpirits maturate and ripen, fo fould the 
truths of Chriftianity be further ex-^ 
plained to them. And that they may 
be the more capable to receive thefe, 
a governour fould ftudy to illuftrate 
them, by obvious and plain meta- 
phors, whereby as they (hall be the 
piore diftindlly tranfmitted into the 
youth's underftanding, fo they fhall be 
received with afFcftion, and retained 
tenacioyfly : and this way is the more 
to be pradifed becaufc youth is not ca- 
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pablc of ftrong reafon ; and thk method 
did our Saviour pradife to his young 
difciples ; and Pythagoras, and all the 
ancients, taught their profoundeft theo- 
ries and maximes thus. As for ver- 
tuous practices, he muft be made Aili 
to read Scripture, and fhidy to retaiti 
much of it^ if his memory be good ^ 
he muH be taught to pray devoutly, and 
ufed to it thrice a-day, good ahdT fhort 
forms being given him for that pur- 
pofe, A reverence fbr the Sabbath 
ibuld alfo be begotten in him, as alfo 
gravity in all the a^af Chriftian wor-^^ 
ihip, and hearing fermons. All theft 
his governor fould oblige him to by 
ferious and reiterate4. retnonftrances; 
but chiefly by his own QnaffifAed ex* 
ample. 

He fould ^Ifo earneftly infinuate to 

bim a love of ingenuity, and by his 
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J>ra[(Sli%p 6f difcourfcs dilcovcr PPtWn^ 
that favours of doublenes: he foulcl 
thprqforc beget in him ane aboipina^pn 
at lying* Trajan the coiperor, aftp^: 
ailong warrc with Ceball king of thp 
Daces, who had often falfly prpvarica* 
ted, took him and fubc^ued his kiog- 
dome, and after his de^^h was edvica- 
ting his Ion, with ^ne intention, ac- 
cording to the Roman ci\ftome, tore- 
fiore him his father's kingdome, ma- 
king him his tributary apd v^fTal ^ but 
feeing him once break into a gard^n^ 
at night he aiked where he had been all 
afternoon ; the boy anfwcred, in fchool 5 
yvith which difingenuity the einperor 
was fo offended, that all the intercef- 
fion of the Daces» and many Romans, 
could never induce him to make good 
what he had intended for him ; faying 
^Iwaics, that he w|iQ b^gy^^ne fo early 
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to pi^evaHcate, could never defenrc a 
cirown . And indeed difingenuity is the 
peft to youths. 

He mud alfo wedn him by degrees 
from paltion, malice^ and pettifh con- 
ceits : and certainly the fureft way to 
root out thefe humours^ is to fee that 
they be not irritated by any provoca- 
tkms^ as much as is poflible ; for thef^ 
are bellows and nourilhcrs of thefe 
vices, which without fuch irritaments 
will die through defuetude. To con- 
tend againft a paflionate temper^ may 
well heighten it, but (hall never extir^ 
pate it : to reprove one for thefe faults, 
while he is In the paffion, is loft la^ 
hour ^ but wb«n the humour is over 
andcompofed, then will it befittthat 
he with all gentle calmnes (how him 
ti^e folly of theic bumourt. 

', Da* He 
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He muft fhidy to wean him mfcn- 
fibly from the 4ove of his palate, and 
from foftnes ; but thi^ muft be don^ 
flowly. Only boldnes, arrogance, vain- 
glory, opiniaftrity, and talking, muft 
not be m;ach reprefled, unlefie they 
(well to ane extravagant height before 
one be twelve or fourteen yeares of 
age ; for thefe humours a^e the chiefie 
incitements that driye boyes to ftudy ^ 
neither are they capable of the contrary 
impreiiipns ; yet it will be nece&iy 
often to difcourfe to the boy of the^* 
eellenceof tbevertuesoppofite to theftr^ 
and to teach/ boy reafon in all his ac- 
tions, and io doe nothing wilfully^ a 
mafter fomd injoyn him nothing but 
that fc| M^ich he ihews him good rea^ 
fon,. I 

But liie vertuc which muft be moid 

carefully jofufajl^in youths, is good 
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Digitized 



by Google 



E 37 



1^' 



nature and gentlcnes 5 for a boy who is 
once brought to this point» is capable 
of all admonitions^ and fufceptive of 
every impreflion, 

Now all thefe vertues fould be taught 
ik>t by mere precept, but by rational 
difcourfe i fhewing the excellence, 
fweetnefs, and advantage of them } and 
this v/\\\ be beft infinuated by examples 
brought either from hiftory or expe- 
rience. 

It may feem that theie advices are 
more proper for the age of a yo.uth 
than a boy ; but any that would rear 
up a noble fuperflru£ture in the minds 
of youth, mud lay the foundation be« 
times. A frequent and dayly difcourA 
ing of thefe fubjeds will at long-runne 
prove notably ufeful $ fqi alw^es fome 
what will ftick^ 

D 3 As 
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As for his letters; the firft thing tho 
Grecians and Romans thought on, was 
t6 toach their boye$ the elegancies of ^ 
their own tongue ; for which end every 
city was full of the fchooles of rhetorici^ 
ahs : and perhaps the neglcifl of teach- 
ing boyes the purity and propriety of 
their mother-tonguc> h^th occafioned 
the gtiht rudeneft criticks jud^ our 
weft^rne languages td be guihy of; orar- 
tory in them having never been made a 
ftudy before Cardinal Richelieu his c** 
reding th§t colledge at Paris, 

" Bui I confeflfe I d^ not fo much ap^ 
prow this vray of education fo early : 
for ta teach rhetorick or logk:k (all the 
difference betwixt thefe beipg that the 
one is reafon in a court dreffe, the 
other \n a paihtarygarb) before one have 
arrived at a Xolide urukrlbnding of 
fhings, is a revcrfing the right order, 

which 
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which rcqoifcs that wee knoW things, 
before wee thmk df ordering them. 
Therefore I judge the teaching of for- 
railie languages to be the fitted work for 
a boy ; the Latine or French arxt thefe 
in which all learning is now to be found, 
and fo one of thefe muft be cxafily 
kndwtt ^aid ufiderftood. Bat becaufe 
Latine, aa it is the ancienter and mc»'e 
univerfaU, fo by a loffg pottture hath in 
it I know not what handfomenes pecu«^ 
liar ta iekW^i as alfo by its long reig^ie. 
in the world hath been and is to this day 
the language of learned men. I there- 
fore concdvd it riefeeffary to piieffe a boy 
itt £arnefi to the acquiring, and bxa£t un- 
derftatldh)g> anfd facility in this tongue ; 
but Withdtl I iMtftadde, that T would 
licSt fo couritefcai*re with a boy, but if 
I dtfcdt^rdd 6lth«» a great dtfcdt in hi^ 
mttnor^, of ane uffitonquewWt aver- 
Bon in him, fo that no art could fub- 
D 4 dua 
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due It, I woiild not for that jtidgc hitti 
Ioft> nor drive him (o (o it as to alic* 
nate his mind quite firom fludy ; fince 
he may be a knowing man without a 
word of it^ 

And fo I equally blame the French, 
who begin univerially to neglc^ the 
Latine, and our countrymen, who in-* 
iifl too much irpon it, and give over 
the education of a boy for loft, if be 
^oe not through with his grammaire* 

Next I muft tell you that the whole 
manner of teaching Latine in Scotland 
diffdeafeth me ; and certainly there 
muft be fome grand errour in teaching 
jt, when dull boyes after ntanny yeeresL 
ufe)ei& ftudy therein, goc to France or 
Holland, and in fix or eight monetha 
acquire a perfedion in thefe tongues ; 
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wd why might they not learn Latinc^ 
as foon ? 

And firfl, our grammaire, how good 
foever, or full, it be in itfelf, is cer- 
tainly the unfitted to teach by diat can 
be imagined ; for it is fo tedious, fo 
^rabbod, and unpleafant^ that it ferves 
rather to fcarre than to invite boyes* 
There is jgp need for learning anoma*- 
lys, or itll j^j^^uht rules, by gram- 
maire ; for diefe are beft taught by 
pradlife j and to force boyes to get fo 
many barbarous rules by heart, is to 
torture rather than to teach them. The 
rudJP^entSy Lillie's accidence, or Voffius 
htf grammaire, are the beft ; and as to 
lyhat is wanting in thefe, it muil be 
fppplied by pradlife. The other way 
gI teaching parcells of manny authors I 
as little approve $ though it be true that 

variety 
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Variety breeds defedlation : yet that de* 
fultory way of ftudy loffeth them as to 
a flyle* I fould therefore choofe one 
dr two of the beft authors, fufch as Cae- 
far and Terence, and oblige the boy to 
read fhefe over and over again -, by 
vi^hich means he foald learhe much bet- 
tCi* how to forme hi$ ftik. As for poets, 
Virgile alone is worth all for {)urity and 
tioblenes of ftSe ; though for his fancy 
he ddcrvc not the name df a poet, but 
of a eloquent verfifief. Thefe there- 
fore I Would have childrett Icarric ex- 
adly. I fotfld alfo advife btiyes to be 
m^ read Caftellio his Bible ; where 
the knowledge of the matter will facili- 
tate the underftanding the tangudge. 
That tranfktion I recommend for the' 
dcgant purity of the ftile ; though it be 
itone of the Bibles I raoft value or ap- 
prove of. 

Another 
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Another errour in our fchoolcs is, 
the noaking boycs fpcak Latine one with 
another. I know to manny this will 
feem a great paradoxe ; fince exercifc 
is the propereft meannc for acquiring 
languages ; but this holds only where 
we fpeake to thofe who underftand 
better than ourfelves, and can corre£t 
us when we fay amiile. But to boycs 
to talk one to another, may well learne 
them a teadines of fpeaking, and a 
Command of words, but will affuredly 
prove the occafion of ruining them as 
to all ornacy or purity in diction : for 
if one in the acquiring any language 
get at firft any wrong fett, it will prove 
a greater labotrr to wear out that^ 
than the teaching the whole language ; 
and fuch confabulations among boyes 
at play, where their raafter is not by to 
correft their errours, will teach them a 
bafe and rafeally ftile. 

The 
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TTic unfrcqucncy of the cxcrctfing 
boyes in veriions and tranUations, is alfo 
a great error : for this ivill be found a 
better mean to inure them to Latino 
than either grammaires, leflbns, or con- 
fabulations^ 

The way therefore I jttdge propercft 
for teaching Latlne, is after a boy hath 
once w^il undcrilood the few principles 
of the language out of a fliort gram* 
maire, he fould be prcfently begun to 
foaxe fele& amlior, where in teaching 
the mafter fould not only expound the 
book, but make him apprehend the 
prc^riety of the words and the elegancy 
of phrafe ; and with this he ibuld be* 
gin him quickly to tranflate outof Eng* 
liih into Latine, which that the boy^ 
may the better underftand, he fouU» 
before the boy, tranflate himfelfe the 
parcel! he prescribes for bis taj(k> (hew^ 
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^,..,.--4ng why he makes choice of every 
wofd and pbrafe, iind then take away 
what he hath done, leaving the boy to 
Hs own induftry. As alfo, m examin*- 
ing the tranflation, he fould not be 
content with bare well conftruded Lol^ 
tine, but (hew him how every word or 
phrafeibuld have been better chofen 
or placed. And though at firft, this 
work goe on flowly, yet a few moneths 
exa£t pra&ife this way^ will I doubt 
not be more profitable than the whole 
year in the ordinary method* 

But that which I chiefly rely on, as 
to the learning this language, is to dif- 
courfe much with the boy in LatinCt 
«nd to make him talk alwaies to his 
mafter or governour in that tongue > 
and by this exercife he (hall moft 
compehdioufly learne the fpeaking a 
good ftile^ and (hewing oft in difcourfe, 

what 
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what arc the flowers of the Latinc, and 
dfo gently corredting the boy when he 
fpeaks amifle. 

Now the reafon why this excelknt 
method is fo little ufed, is becaufe few 
mailers have that ready abundance of 
Latine as to difcourfe promptly in it 
without fludy 5 but this to one who 
well underftands the Latine will be 
footi arrived at, tf he but ufe hia>itlfe 
often to compofe, difcourfe, and medi* 
tate in Latinc. And how troublcfome 
foevcr this may feem, yet he who 
takes the breeding of a youth to talk, 
fould make it his calling, and fo judge 
hm^ielf bound in conCcience to fparc 
no paios that may fitt him £ot ane ex^ 
a& difcharge of his duty. 

Neither wiU the labouf prxwe (6 
great as^ tmy at ^ii appeax : for a few 
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weeks diligent ft«4y will overcome itj 
after which one (hall acqiHre that 
which deferved his pains, even though 
the fenfe of duty had not exadlcd it, to 
witt, a readinefs in expreffing himfclf 
in the beft of languages^ 

It is nex( to be confidered what are 
thefe fulj>je<as he fould entertain his 
pupill with : they fould be therefore 
chieffly vertuous documents : but he- 
caufe a boy cannot be much taken with 
long ledinres of morality, hiftory fould 
\)t the frequented fub^e^ of his longeil 
difgourfe^, and by this meannes as thv 
boy Oiall be often releafed from th? 
4rndgi|ig pennanqe of learning a hpr 
guage, wli^ich chequer wort in hi^ ftij* 
4y cannot but much pleafe hin?^ fo he 
{hall alfo learne things, both plain^ 
(uilaJDle ^ his capacities., and ufefull 
As UkewUc, fince all boyes natiii:ajlly 
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love talking about hiflones, he ihall be 
hereby much enamoured of his maf^ 
ter's company, and made to prefcrre k 
to many of his idle games. 

Now for ane apparatus to hiAory, 
geography muft be firft difcourfed of, 
and well illuminated maps muft be got, 
which as they will delight the boy, fo 
will they help much to infix placies in 
his memory. 

In difcourfing of geography and hU^ 
tory, the method of painters is to be 
followed, who firft draw the ruder 
draughts, and mark the proportions^ 
afterwards filling them up with their 
true colours. In geography therefore 
all to be told at firft going over, is the 
names and divifions of thefeveral ftates 
and kingdoms in the world : but when 
he goes to give the hiftory of any na- 

tiOBf 
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tion, its government, chieffc rivers, 
provinces, and towns, mufl; be re- 
membered, not all at once, but as oc- 
cafion offers in narrating the hiflory. 
For the account of the ftate of the world, 
the boy fould be made firft exadtly to 
know the feveral aeraes of tyme, with 
the chiefFe periods and fates of dates > 
for without this, did one know never 
fo manny tranfaSions, he deferves only 
the name of a tale-teller, but not of a 
hiftorian. After this the boy fould be 
acquainted with the more particular 
accounts, efpecially of (he European 
ilates, and any pretty particular actions 
fould be alfo told him : he fould be al- 
fo acquainted with the ftate, progref- 
fion^ and retrogradation of learning, 
and with the lives and works of learn- 
ed men ; but chieffly with the ftate af 
the church, and thefe difcourfes fould 
be often interlarded with morall ob« 
E fer- 
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fervations : but never fould either boy 
or youth hear a word of policy ; for 
this of all things makes them become 
moft arrogant and vain. And woe to 
that land where the young nobility be- 
gin to think of policy, and mending 
the ftate : for their arrogant felfe con- 
ceit, together with their hardy for*- 
wardnes and violence, will not fail to 
fubvert and ruine it, and to this among 
Other reafons I do not ftick to impute 
moft of our late diforders. Now a 
boy being thus difcourfed to, he ihall 
profite admirably both in L^ttne and 
biftory, and may be made a good hif- 
torian 'ere he read one writer* And. 
fince hiftory is fo eafily underftood, it 
muft be a very proper exercife for the 
raw and unripeaed capacities of a boy. 
Only a governour muft not think much 
though he be put often to repeat the 
famp things : yet for the boies memo-: 
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ry, it were not amiife to make him 
write downe the more confiderablc pe- 
riods and revolutions of kingdomesj 
but thefe notes would be Ihort and 
comptehenfive, that the boy may not 
be put to the doleful toil of much 
writing. 

The corrcdbns of a boy are now to 
he thought upon* A publike puni0>- 
ment, or affront, fould never be haf- 
arded upon after a boy i$ ten yeares of 
age 5 fdr this doth too much link him, 
if he be of an ingti^uOus fpirk, and 
too mudi ex^f^cratf^ bim if he be not fo. 
Kyndncs aod love will alwaies prove 
the beft charmes : even great faults, if 
the boy confelSe tlleot, and promife 
amendment, fould be pardoned; un- 
Icfs they be ctfftomary. Faults fould 
be reproved kyndly, without paflion, 
if the boy be not froward ; neither 
£ a fould 
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fould a maftcr corredt while he is an^ 
gry 5 for as his paffion may make him 
exceed, fo it will drive him to a car- 
rige, whereby the boy (hall judge him 
pafTionate, and that he is hated by him, 
whereby all his kyndnes for him (hall 
be loft. And therefore Plato com- 
manded his nephew never to whip his 
boy when he found himfelfe any way 
warmed againft him : and if a child 
have any kyndnes or good nature, the 
fharpeft punifhment will be to carry 
coldly to him, without any £hew of 
kyndnes -, and this, if continued in for 
a while, will fooner gall him than any 
thing 5 for fcourgcs, if he be of a 
good chcerfuU temper, are quickly for- 
gotten, and if he be otherwife, are too 
much refented. But this cold carriage 
muft not laft too long, leaft the boy be 
driven to defpaire of recovering his 
former room in his governour's affec- 
tion. 
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tion, and fo alienate his heart from 
him. 

For recreations, way fould be given 
to the boy his own choice and inclina- 
tions ; only his governour muft be by 
degrees, and in all wifedome, weaning 
Tiiin from childifli and triffling ones : 
and the beft courfe for that, is by 
fubftituting better and pleafanter ones 
in their place. Two good rules for 
this are, firft, as was above marked, 
to converfe fo pleafantly and kyndly 
with him, as that he- may account his 
company his fwceteft divertifement ; 
the other is, to •confider what are the 
pleafures he is moft taken with, and to 
procure him a refined and poliflied ufc 
of thefe. If he delight in a garden, 
and gathering flowers, then let a corner 
of the garden be made up for him, 
where he flhall have all flowers and 
E 3 plants, 
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plants, or a little nurfery; and thdS 
may he begin to underftand the nature 
and the waies of educating and cultiva- 
ting plants* If he love mufick, then 
let him be bred with both finging, 
playing upon inftruments, and dancing, 
if he love limning, painting, or ingnav- 
ing, or any other kynde of mecha- 
loifme, let mafters and tools be provi- 
ded for pcrfedting him in it. If he 
love tales, provide him with thefe col- 
ledlions of them that are to be had. 
And thus by finding out what recrea- 
tion pleafeth hirn, things iftay be fb 
iadjoufted that even his idleft houres 
fhall not entirely goe to wafte, but may 
be fpent in learning and praiflifing what 
may be matter of ufe and divertifement 
in a riper age. 

Thefe debauching houfe^games boies 
fou'd not learn 5 for as they are profufe 
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wafters o£ t3rmc and money, To In boies 
efpccially they give too great and fre-* 
quent irritations to paffion and wrath, 
and they neither exercifc body nor fpi- 
rit. As for other recreations, a boy 
fould gett large portions of his tyme to 
beftow on them ; often the whole af- 
ternoon, except ane hour before fup* 
per, may be well allowed them, and 
yet tyme enough remaine for ftud}\ 

The Latine being thus well under- 
flood, and eafily fpoken, the next tafk 
fould be Greek ; which were it not that 
the New Teftament is in that language, 
I fould not very earneftly preflc, fince 
for Noblenpien it is no otherwife ufeful ; 
all Greek books being exadly well 
tranflated in this late critkral age. But 
fince the treafure of our faith is in Greek, 
it fould be prcfled upon atl, not to be 
E 4 willing 



Digitized 



by Google 



[56] 

willing to owe our knowledge of that 
to fecond-hand. 

Some account the bed method to be 
the teaching both Greek and Latine to« 
gether : but to this I cannot aflent ; for 
unleile the boy have a ilrong and regu- 
lar memory, this counter-charged tafk 
will overburden and confufe him ; nei- 
ther is the ftudy of languages fo plea- 
fant a work, that one fould goe out oJF 
one rack into another : and therefore all 
the hours you will fpare from the La- 
tine fould be beft^ed on a pleafanter 
ftudy, fuch as geography, &c. When 
the boy is at Greek, the fame rules are 
to be obferved that were prefcribcd in 
the advice for the Latine ; only the abi- 
lity to difcourfe in Greek is not to be 
expefted, nor fuch ane underftanding 
of elegancy as is requifite for making 
tranflations ; it being enough for gen- 
tlemen 
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tlcmen if they can well rehdcr Greek 
into Latine, though they cannot put 
Latine in Greek* Yet one muft not 
be loofed from this ftudy till he be able 
readily to expound any place of the 
New Teftament, upon the opening of 
the book ; but meanne while the boy 
muft continue in the pradife of Latine, 
reading through all the Roman hifto- 
rians, and the beft written modeme 
ones, the chicfFe of which is Buchanan 5 
and hereby he flidl not only retain but 
improve his knowledge of Latine and 
hiftory. c 

The Greek being difmifled, he riiuft 
ftill pradife in it, reading at lesjft ten or 
twelve verfes in the New Teftamcnt 
everyday; oAerwifc he (hall forget it 
as fpeedily as he learned it. All this I 
fuppofe may be done to fome degree of 
perfection, even though one j)roceed 
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irith a flow pace, again a boy arrive at 
twelve or thirteen years of ag^ ; and if 
the boy his memory be good, and his 
averfiofi to language not vtry ftrong, 
upon the fame aqcount that I recom-' 
mended the Greek, I fould alfo advife 
him to be taught Hebrew, at leaft fo 
much as to read and expound with the 
help of a didlionary, and know tho 
common grammaire ; and this by an 
able mailer may be taught, allowing to 
k but ane hour a day, in a few moneths ; 
but for Caldaic, Syriac, and San^ri-^ 
tane, though they vary litde from the 
Hebrew, and fo are eafily underftood, 
yet they arc of no ncceffity, except the 
Caldaic ; fome portions of the Old 
Teftaroent being in that language : and 
this having the fame chara^er and 
grammaire, will be a very eafy work. 
But for Arabic, it is not to be meddled 
with, except the boy have a great ge- 
nius 
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hius that way. Thefc three mother- 
languages, the Latine, Greeks and He- 
brew, being thus acquired, muft be 
preferved by frequent and conflant er^ 
crcife : for to difufe a tongue, before 
one be a mailer in it, is to Idfe it. 

Thcfe being thus acquired, the next 
ftudy I fould apply a boy to, would be 
the French, which will be of no diffi- 
. culty to one who hath Latine, and is a 
language now moft neceflary to be 
known, fince all learning is put in 
French : and eventhough parents in- 
tend their child (hall travel, yet it will 
be fitt they at leaft perfedlly underftand 
it ere they goe from home, whereby 
a great many moneths, wherein they 
muft idly ftay in France, fhall be cutt 
off : and the beft way to learne is quick- 
ly to begin a boy with a French fer- 
vant. 

This 
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• This language being underftood, Ita- 
lian and Spanifti will be very eafy; 
though to one that intends not to travel 
thefe kingdoms, they are of no great 
ufe, fince there be few books in- thefe 
languages brought among us. Some 
there are indeed in Italian, but fcarce 
any in Spanifh. As for the Germane, 
it being no dialedt of Latine, and a ori- 
ginal language, it will be a hard tafk, 
and no way ncceflary ; for almoft all 
their books are written in Latine j and 
Latine and French will eafily carry one 
through all the lower Germany, if not 
the iipper too, and therefore there is 
no need to teach it. 

And hitherto I have brought our boy 
through the harflieft parts of education, 
and the moft unpleafant both to mafter 
and fcholar ; and at fourteen or fifteen 
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yeares of age, I fuppofe him to be wcU 
fcpn in the neceflary tongues, in hiftory, 
and geography : and fo as by our law 
he wears out of tutory, he alfo fhali 
need a preceptor no more j the reft of 
the work being more rational, and fo to 
be performed by the governour, who is 
never fo neceflary as at this age. 

And firft I mud condemne the apply*^ 
ing youths to the ftudy of philofophy '5 
whereas to judge of a hypbthefis of na-» 
ture is one of the deeped thoughts can 
enter into the heart of a man^ and fo 
Tequircs the greateft maturity of fpirit. 
But though fome hints might be given 
of hypothefes, yet to drive youths to 
pofitive affertions, and to make them 
tenacioufly adhere to and defend thefe, 
is to overturn philofophy ; but to keep 
them many years at this, as if it were 
2 the 
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the only learning, is the loiTe Of youth, 
and the ruine of literature. 

But to begin with the chiefFe qare ; 
now is the time wherein the governour 
fould with all diligence infufe in the 
youth's mind, the true and folide prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian religion ; not (o 
much as acquainting him, except by 
way of hiftoriCal relation, with the 
janglings of divines and contravertifts i 
but he fould chieffly root in him the 
perfuafion of thefe great fundamental 
verities, to pr«ferve him from the poir 
ion of Athei£me ; and for other mat'*' 
ters^ two principles fould be deeply ia^ 
fixed in him *, the one not to be curious 
or fubtile in divide matters ; new* to ex* 
amine them by the qucrks of fophyftry j 
and the other not tq be fondly nor fu^ 
pcrftitioufly addidled toone's own perfua*- 
4ion, nor to cenfure or judge others who 
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differ. How neceflary it Is to rivet 
thefe principles in youth, our prefent 
diftradtions doefufficiently prove. Thefe 
foundations being well laid, other fu- 
pcrftrufturcs may be flowly teared. 

For theology books, I fould advife 
none to be pat in a youth's hand, but 
fuch as give accounts of the plain and 
literal meaning of Sctiptares, and there- 
fore the governoUr fould every day read 
with the youth confiderable portions of 
Scripture, acquainting him with the fe- 
veral difficulties as they occurre, and 
with the folutions of them ; and if the 
youth have any knowledge of criticifmes 
it fould make up one part of their dif- 
courfes, efpecially on the Lord's Day, to 
unriddle to him knotty places of Scrip- 
ture t and this is all for the fciencc of 
theology fitt to be taught, and indeed 

he 
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he who well undcrftands Scripture, can- 
not choofe but be a good theologue. 

But at this age, piety is chiefly to be 
looked to ; the youth muft often hear 
from his governour ferious difcourfes of 
God, and the life to come, and be 
taught to love him and his fon Jefus 
Chrift; he fould therefore preiTe him 
to be ferious in praier, and fould often 
in fecret pray with him j as alfo he 
fould urge him to meditate often, and 
to review his life : he muft alfo now 
iludy to perfuade him of the vanity of 
the world, and to undervalue all things 
without him -, to poffeffe his mind with 
calm and tranquill thoughts -, and thus 
fould he be diligent to forme him in his 
moralls, to beat down alldefire or love 
of pleafure, and to kindle in him a celfi- 
tude of mind, and a generous defire of 
doing good to others. Solomon's Eccle- 
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fiaftes muft be often read to him ; and 
the Stoicall philofophy fould be ex- 
plained to him, and Epidtetus fould be 
carefully read to him. Thefe things 
fould be frequently repeated, and illu-* 
ftrated, and made good, by hiftorical 
inftancjsiis, which doe alwaies affcA 
youths more than bare reafonings. 

The vices now to be reprefled are, 
love of money, ambition, much talk, 
a valuing- one's felfe for their rank, 
title, friends, or parts j but chieffly 
rafh and undifcrect cenfuring : and all 
thefe muft be beaten downe by ftrong 
reafon often repeated. Nothing muft 
now be carried by authority or violence ^ 
the youth muft be treated, before others, 
with refped: and kindnes, and not open- 
ly twitted or reproved for his faults ; 
yea, it will make private admonitions 
^o be the better received, if he difcerne 
F • in 
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in his governour a care to cover and 
excufe his faults to others. He fould 
be carefied with great a^fl^ioa, efpe- 
cially when be is reproved for bis faults, 
that be may not only bear them well, 
but may be thereby engaged to love 
his governour, and to obferve his pre* 
cepts. 

His governour had alfo need to look 
well to himfelfe 5 for in this age youths 
are moft prying and cenforious, and 
will difcernc one's weaknes ; and find- 
ing any are apt becaufe of it to con- 
temne them, and difregard what they 
fay. 

As for their learning, they fould be 
made ftill to continue in the pradice of 
the tongues they have acquired, and 
for further improvement fould get a 
general touch of moft things. 

2 I 
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I fould begin with anatomy, as anc 
eafy and ufefuU piece of knowledge, 
not troubling the youth to get by heart 
tiie names of veins, arteries, nerves, 
and mufcules, but to make him uqder- 
ftand the ufe, fundion, fituation, fi-* 
gure, and dependancc of the chieff 
parts of the body ; and this will be nei- 
ther a tedious nor anc unpleafant work j^ 
efpecially if wee be where wee may fee 
difledions. Yet good copper prints 
will compenfe in a good degree this 
want, if the youth h^ve a nimble fancy. 

Next I would teach him the nature 
of herbs and trees, with the waies of 
cultivating and nurfing them ; and as 
this feems to have been intended by 
God for Adam his firft tafk, fo it is 
ane excrcife fo full of pleafurc, that I 
know not whether to call it a ftudy or 
a recreation. 

F 2 The 
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The governour fould alfo acquaint 
him with the natural hiftory, and the 
chiefFe experiments that are of lat^ 
made; and this is the beft apparatus 
for philofophy. 

Next he fould acquaint the youth 
with mathematicks ; and to invite him 
to it, he fould begin quickly to (how 
him fome of the more pleafant mecha- 
nical performances in mathematicks. 
That which is neceffarily to be known 
to one that would ftudy thefe fciences 
is Euclid's Elements, at leaft his firft 
fix books, arithnietick and trigonome- 
try ; and without one^s underftanding 
thefe, one may be a mechanift, but a 
mathematician (hall he never be. For 
ftereometry, algebra, and conic fec- 
tions, they require more fubtlety and 
patience, than is to be expeded from 
youth, neither arc they of fuch ufe. 

For 
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For the fubalternate fciences of the ma- 
thematicks, it is necelTary to give a 
youth a tafte of them. All the parts of 
geomecry and aftronomy he fould know 
exaftly, and be prompt in ufing and 
managing inflruments. The theories 
of muikk, fortification, dioptrkks, and 
the art of dialling, if the govcrnour un- 
dcrftand them well himfclfe, will be 
eafily learned -, but architedture and Aa- 
tues are thefe which he muft know as 
his fingers ; they being fo ncceflary to 
humane life ; fince all mechanifme de- 
pends upon the force of motion ; and 
in thefe there will be no difficulty. If 
the youth have a delight in problenies 
and theoremes, and be of ane adive fan- 
cy, it will be good to hook him as 
much as can be to them ; for this Is by 
wife men judged a good advice for pre- 
fcrving a ftate quiet, to engage the 
F '3 young 
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ybuBg nobility who have adive fpirits, 
to mathematical fciences, which carry- 
ing their thoughts after them, will pre- 
fcrve them from ambition, and medling 
with the ftate. But in this moderation 
is to be obferved, leift their brains be 
too much ftretched with thefe curiofi- 
ties. 

After the mathematicks are thus ex- 
plained to, the youth, he fould next be 
iacquainted with the hypothefes of phi- 
lofophy. But to this I Would not al- 
low fo many moneths as we give yeeres j 
and the youth is only to be acquainted 
with the feveral feds, and their chieffc 
grounds j but muft not be byafTcd to 
any j but left at liberty to chufe, in a 
riper age, what (hall feem moft futable 
to nature's operations, and not to poor 
pedantick fophiftry. 

For 
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For logick, I fee no ofe for it, ex- 
cept with a great deal of pains and in« 
doftry to teach youths fophiftry, or pe- 
dantry at bed $ and iince that triiHing 
way is now no more ufed by the learn- 
ed world, I know not why it fould be. 
taught ', and at moil a week would be 
the greateft tyme I fould allow for ex- 
plaining the termes of it. 

All difputing about philofophy I con- 
deaine ; the perfedion whereof when 
acquired^ is to make a youth vainly 
fubtile, and contentioufly jangling, and 
may prove a meanne to ruine him as to 
all other things. Natural hiftory there- 
fore is all the philofophy I would have 
infifted upon to youth -, which that he 
may be the more ddighted with, he 
mud be furnifhed with fuch tooles and 
inllruments as may be needful to trying 
experiments. And thus may a youth 
F 4 be 
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be bred till he be eighteen yeares of 
iage : for all I have advifed, if he have 
a wife and knowing govcrnour, may 
be taught in a fliort tyoie. 

' As for his recreations, he fould be 
accuftomed to all manly ones, fuch as 
hunting, hawking, (hooting, archery^ 
fifhing, ridinghorfes, and the like j but 
it will be fitt his governour goe with 
him to thefe, and converfe much with 
him, no more as a boy but as a man. 
He fould be alfo ftudying to weanne 
him from all fondnes of thefe exercifes, 
and teach him to ufe them only as re- 
creations, not making them his work 
or delight. 



'D' 



For handling his armcs, it is true the 
Romans begun their youth with this 
early : for at fourteen they laid afid« 
their pretexta or youthly garb, and^ott 
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a (bield given them ; and fo were traiiw 
ed up in feats of armes and mock iights« 
But I like better the cuftome of the 
Carthaginians, who fuffered not their 
youths to handle armes, till they were 
pad twenty ; and it feeds arrogance^ 
and expofeth them too much to con« 
tention, to begin them fo foon with 
this. 

As for making vifits> he fould doe 
it but feldome ; for frequency in this is 
the greateft inlett to idlenes imaginable* 

He fould alfo be further improven in 
any of thefe pleafant things he is in- 
clined to ; fuch as mufick, mechanicks^ 
or the like. 

For corredling him, that muft Be no 
more thought upon; for now mud he 
be governed by reafon. But the heft 
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t«y to iftakfc n?praofl& goc dcbjj into 
hiis hfeart, is ii^prii^te to cxpreflc great 
Ibrfo^ to him fol: his feults : for this 
natively ddnt muft ^ifefte him through^ 
Jf ht te not of a fav^'ge ttift^et 5 and if 
hfe bfe of atie ingienuous nature, fetoe 
tytnfes to giv6 tip with him, tellihg him 
that hfe is no more to be fpokfcn «s will 
prick him very fenfibly. 

And fo much of the way for mana- 
ging a youth, till he be eighteen or 
n ine t ee n yeerc^ of age ; and after this 
age his governour (hall lay downe that 
name, and converfe with him as his 
friend, and hot as his pupill 5 w'l^reby 
may be his diredions (ball be more re- 
garded. 

Hte tnuft-ftill goe on wilh the chiefFe 
carfe 5 improving hitn former in the wi- 
'iStyftinfding of divine matters and Scrip- 
ture; 
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ture 5 and muft be giving him clear 
and ratioilall accounts of his faith ; that 
fo he lAay not receive his beleefe as a 
mere Iraditionall matter, but taught t6 
build his perfuafions upon rational! 
foundations. 

He muft alfo teach him to be obferv- 
ing ^hat difcoveries of God appear in 
all his works and waies, thereby ufing 
him to ferious reflexions of what events 
occurre j that by all things that emerge 
he learne to admire God : and this is 
the chiefFe and higheft part of our fel- 
lowfhip with the Father and his Son 
Jefus Chrift. He fould alfo prefle him 
much to devotion j about which at this 
age youths doe often become cool and 
flack. A humble reverence and love to 
God, fould be carefully recommend- 
ed ; and he fould be often remembered 

of his defedls herein. 

Next 
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Next a noble gcnerofity of mind 
fould be much preached to him ; that 
he look not at mean or bafe things^ 
fuch as riches, honours, or fccular 
greatnes i but make vertue and noble 
goodnes his chieiFe defigne. 

He muft alfo infufe in him a love 
to his countrey, and duty to his prince 5 
and that he abhorre broils and incen- 
diaries ; that he liftencs not to anylatles 
againft thefc in authority, efpecially of 
the king. To infix this temper deep- 
ly, in young nobility, may prove a 
notable mean to keep the countrey 
peaceable, loyall, and quiet; and to 
drive away fadions, and bafe felf feek- 
ing from grandees. 

He muft alfo recommend modefty 

much to him, and a hatred of luft and 

all impurity ; and that the rather if he 

be robuft and hot blooded. 

But 
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But after and above all, he muft give 
him many a ledturc of humility and 
felf diftruft : for at this age begin youths . 
to fwell with a high opinion of thcm- 
felves, and a value of their own parts, 
joyned with a contempt of others ; and 
this, if not overcome, will deface all 
the beauty of this fair fuperftrufture. 
For I account ane opiniaftrous and felfe 
willed youth almoft quite loft. He 
fould therefore often be told what a 
poor thing man is i how little he 
knows or can doe ; and how at heft he 
is but one of God almightie his tools : 
as alfo how fmall a matter learning is in 
itfelfe, how valuable foever it be, com- 
pared to other things ; how few things 
wee know 5 how all our knowledge 
pierceth no deeper than the furface of 
things ; how impoflible it is for a youth 
to know how to governe himfelf. Thefe 
things muft he hear upon both his ears. 

And 
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And fo much for his manners at this 
age. 

The things he is to learne are, firft, 
difcretion, to know how to live in the 
world ; how to converfe, to be filent> 
to choofe friends, to find out peoples 
humours ; and how to gain love, apd 
the like. Thefe he muft be well di- 
refted in ; for nqw mUft he learrie to 
he a man, and live among them. The 
Proverbs will doe well for this: and for 
humane writers, the beft I know is the 
fpn of Sirach. 

He mud alfo be taught to fpeak pro- 
perly, and promptly : and for this caufe, 
he fould begin to write effaies upon 
every thing, to ufe himfelfe, while he 
is alone, to difcoprfe upon any fubjeft ; 
for this is the beft way to fmooth his 
ftile, and to replenifli his mind with 

good 
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good thoughte aod fancies. Now bov^ 
neceffary this is for ajl is eafy to guoflfe^ 
but chieffly for noblemen, who by anie 
qkgent expreffion {hall becotpe thf 
more confiderable both in parlkment 
and counfell. Wee fee the chiefFe in 
all ftates have been the greateft orators, 
as all hiftories affure us. 

For ftudy, if be retain and improve 
in what h^ hath acquired, I fould 
burden him with no more : yet if h^ 
be of a compofed mind, and moderate 
fpirit, to look difcrectly into chymif- 
try, will be a huge addition to his other 
parts, and may oblige him to lovo 
home, dnd feek a retired life ; which 
is alwaies the beft choice ; none being 
ever (o fit for publicke affairs, as they 
who fliun them, and feek privacy. But 
if he be of a hot brain, and forward in 
his acting, this will more prejudge 

than 
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than profite him, and may intanglc 
him fo as to ruine his cftate, and fill 
his head with doting fopperies* At 
this age therefore ftudy fould be ufed 
as a recreation. 

But one*s work fould be to know the 
world } and therefore how retired fo-, 
ever I could wifti a youth were kept, 
before this age, now fould he be much 
abroad, and in all company ; but chiefF- 
ly among vertuous and generous per- 
fons. His governour fould goe often 
with him, to obferve and admonifh 
him, of what efcapes he commits : but 
this muft be told him privately, and 
with all kyndnes. 

He fould be allowed, according to 
the advice of Solomon, all innocent 
mirth and cheerfulnefs : but it is the 
better the Icffc he converfe with women 5 

though 
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though to be fometymes with the wife 
and excellent of that fexe, be one of 
the greateft helps for breeding. 

He fould be made to abhorre all af- 
fedlation, either in his difcourfe or be- 
haviour ', for alwaies that which is moft 
natural goes beft of. He fould be 
taught to obferve a right mediocrity, 
betwixt fimple modefty or rather timi- 
dity, and bluftring and forward confi- 
dence. So much of a youth's breed- 
ing. 

And now having brought him to 
the twenty firft year of his age, where- 
in by our law he is declared a man, 
exempt from all infpedion of others, 
it is fit I alfo let him goe, and deliver 
him from the yoke of a gorernour/ But 
as by our law till he be twenty five 
year$> he hath it in his choice to revoke 
G what 
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whftt h^did before be w» twenty one 
years old, I fhall therefore follow him- 
with my advyce to that age : all tbere^ 
fore that hath been formerly taught 
him muft he now begin to confider j 
that he may both retain "and improve 
thofc documents which have been hi- 
therto inftilled in him, and make choice 
of thofe matters on which he intends 
to beftow his own ftudy and tabouc* 
But chiefBy I wifh hia advance in ver- 
tue and ferioufnes ; that he begin deep- 
ly to confider for what end he camc^in 
to the world, and how he ought to 
demean himfelf in it: and for this cf- 
ffeft he (hail chufe fbme noble andver- 
tuous friends, by whofe advice and di- 
ictfHon he may frame his adions ; a- 
voiding the pefKferous company of dif- 
foluto perfons, and bafc flatterers. For 
a- virtuous friend is, next to i, wife go- 
vernour, thc^ greatcft Wcfling of hu-^ 

mane 
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mane life^ Bat how to choice and 
trfe fuch is not my taik at prcfcnt* 

The ftudy next fitt for him, is the 
hvrcs and cuftomes of his countrcy : 
and without the knowledge of this, he 
is but a poor nobleman or countrey man. 
He mtrft therefore acquaiht himfclfe 
with the colledge of juftice, ^d ftudy 
to get fome able lawyer to ftay a vaca- 
tion with hini, for inftruifting him in 
the forms of hvf i for this is neceffary 
both to the management of his private 
fortune, and to fit him for publicke 
employment, when he is called to it. 

Next he muft learnc to underitand 
his own affairs ; not trufting them to 
chimberlaines or fervants^ but manag- 
ing them himfelfe: md therefore pa-* 
rents, at this age, fould acquaint their chil-^ 
dren with the ftate of their affairs^ and 
G a com-, 
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commit to their care fuch porticnis of 
their fortune as they may beft fpares 
that thereby they may fee what go- 
vernement they have, and may know 
how to antidote their inclinations, if 
they be either too profufe or too faving. 

After this I would defire him to ftudy 
agriculture, and the waies of improving 
ground, and begin to keep nurferies, 
and to inclofe ground : for this is both 
ane honeft and profitable cxcrcifc, and 
full of pkafure ; which may alfo draw 
a man to love home ; a neceflary matter 
to young men. 

He muft alfo ftudy the intereft of his 
country J that he may confider whcreift 
it may be advantaged. And for this 
end he is to acquaint himfelfe with mar 
nufadtories; that be may know wh^ 
arc wanting, which may be fet up in 

the 
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the coiintrcy^ as alfo what better, tools 
and waies are for managing thcfe that 
be among us« 

He fhould alfo learne to manage his 
armes; but to train him a fouldier, is 
to fubvert from the foundations all the 
pains hath been beftowed upon him. 
For a camp;unlefs he be under a vertu- 
ous comni^nder, is a Sodom for a young 
Vnan. To be able and refolute for the 
defence of his countrey, is neceflary 
for a perfbn of quality : but to be a 
fouldier of fortune^ is both ane unvertu- 
ous and ungentlemany courfe of life* 

Only politics he muft not ftudy ; nor 
learne intrigues, except it be for mere 
information; for a young man is not 
capable of that difcretion which is re- 
quifitc for the management of affairs. 
Though he may be perhaps fufficicntly 
G 3 able 
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able to contrive and fuggeil good ccpo- 
cells, yet there is a certain futlenefs, 
clofenes, and leger de main recjuifite in 
a dates man, which a young man can** 
not know how to prad^yfe^* Yet I would 
have him much in the cbmpfiny of 
grave abd wiiib men* 

And hitherto I have adventured to 
fett downe my thoughts of the manner 
of guiding children. Further I need 
not, nor ought not, to goe. I need 
not : for he who cannot manage him- 
felfe at twenty five is paft help and 
hope, unlefTe God wprk nughtily upon 
him. I ought not ; becaufe wanting 
"yet fome moneths of twenty five, t 
fould be grofsly impertinent to give diit 
redlion how tp behave in ane age, the ex- 
perience whereof I have never had. And 
fo farre have I adventured to trefpaiie 
upon your leifurq and patiei^cc: but 

having 
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having fefen fo much of your goodnes, 
I know there is no need of manny 
words to befpeak my pardon. Befides 
I know even the bablings of friends are 
plcafing, Excufe the boldnes of this 
title to which I lay claioie : and indeed 
the manny dear proofFs you have given 
of the true, though ill merited, fhend- 
fhip you bear me, makes me without 
fcruple aflure myfelfe I am fo happy as 
to have fomc (hare in your heart; which 
I have more reafon to be pleafed with 
than the Romans when ftatues were 
crcfted for them in the capitole. Par- 
don, therefore, pardon, my generous and 
noble friend, the trouble this hath given 
you, and believe that it flows from one 
whofc heart is yours, and who counts 
bis thoughts and pen well employed, 
when they are excrcifed in any thing 
that relates to you : and believe me I 
{hall follicite Heaven for no greater 
G 4 blefling. 
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bleffing/in things of that nature, than 
to fee all your dear (dear, becaufe they 
are yours) children, the worthy imita- 
tors, and true refcmblances of yourfelfe. 

It will appear at firft view, that I 
hare fent you rather a modell of what 
is to be wiflied, than of what is pradi- 
cable in educating youth ; and that thefe 
are but chimereque ideas. But if you 
once hitt upon a wife governour, who 
is I confefle one of a thoufand, you 
fhall fee the difficulty and not the fol- 
lowing of thefe precepts, is only chime- 
rique, and that even the dulleft, and 
moft indocile boy may, by a cunning 
artifan, be made a poliflicd man. I re- 
commend you therefore in this, as in all 
your other concerns to the blefling and 
diredion of the only wife God : which 
I pray may be the everlafting portion of 
both yourfelfe and children. Adieu. 

Ere 
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Ere I abfolutely difmifs thefe thoughts^ 
I (hall give you alfo my opinion of the 
ordinary way of breeding young gentle- 
men by fending them to travel. 

If the youth be bred for a court, and 
of a rank that he may probably be fent 
an ambaflkdor, or appointed to negociate 
forrein affairs, then it is neceffary he 
travel : but otherwife I cannot fee why 
one fhall travell France and Italy, to 
learne to live in Scotland. All the good 
moft can have in travell, is to look from 
them, and fee manny fundry faces and 
places ; which as it is a poor fatisfac- 
tion, carrying little or no profit with it, 
fo it engages on ftill to a further curio- 
fity, of which there (hall be no end. 
Further, he fees manny men ; but thefe 
are for moft part only the canaille ; fuch 
as ufe ordinarys : or if he comes tp 
know perfons of worth 5 thefe will treat 

him 
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him but a»a ftranger, and convcrfe Vith 
him In fuch general purpofesi as fball 
ioforme him but little. And fince a 
traveller muft not ftay long in one place, 
he (hall but begin to know them when 
he muft leave them. 

For learned men, except it be the airy 
vanity to fay wee fa w them> by reading 
their books wee can hear more from 
them, than wee may hope for, from 
their difcourfe. 

It is true great change and daily va- 
riety of company, doth rub off all rufti- 
city, and give a garb, and teach a good 
behaviour; and this is all moA doc or 
can pretend to. But if a fliort fatisfac- 
tion, which is foon forgotten, or a garb 
which, not fuiting with the humour of 
the countrey, muft be laid afide ere the 
the French clothes be worn out, dc- 

fcrves 
4 
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fcrvcs to be onee ict in comfofkion 
againft the almoft certain h^if^rds 9 tra^r 
vqU^r k fxpof^d to, let all wife men 
jud^. And firft, that peft of ath^ifme, 
which i^w ragcth beyond fpa, is ^ h?^ 
fard few efcape; all the wits there 
counting it their glory, to turn the myf- 
tery^ of faith, fcriptures, and piety in 
ridicule. Some yeeres agoe there wa^ 
^ h»fard of gentlemsn ihpir returning 
pgpift> : hut pow wpe mgy r^thpr ex-. 
pea to get them home gthcifts 5 {imQ 
there is, in this depriavfsd eoaipound Qf 
a man, a farre ilronger byaile to «the« 
ifme than to popery. 

And as for a corruption of their man-, 
oers, why fould not th^t bq looked upoft 
as afTured, apiong a people who hav^ 
made their grcateft ftudy, ane unmanly 
idoli(ing of wpme^j and where ynclean-^ 
nefs if thought hut a fporti neither k 

a man 



Digitized 



by Google 



[92] 

a man judged in falhion if he keep not 
a courtifan, and where the dialed of 
fpccch is to fwearc with open mouth • 
and by all, even thofe who arc not athe- 
ifts in principle, a fenfe of God and 
piety is hiffed at and forgotten. 

I mention not the hafards from duel- 
lers and robbers, fince by the king's fe- 
verity thefe are not now fo frequent; 
neither Ihill I much confider the im- 
poveriftjing the kingdome, by carrying 
fo much money beyond fea; nor the 
ruine of eftates occafioned by travell : 
for thefe are confidcrations without my 
road. But there is one thing further 
confiderable, that by travelling, and fee- 
ing fine and high things, they are made 
to loath and weary of home. 

Upon all thefe accounts I exceedingly 
difapproovc young nien their travelling* 

Yet 



Digitized 



by Google 



[93 ] 

Yet a pcrfon of a mature fpirit, and ripe 
judgment, who is well confirmed in his 
religion, and hath a true fenfe of piety 
and vertue, and is not of a light or gaid- 
ding mind, but doth know what to ob- 
ferve aijd fearch after, if he be well re- 
commended> may. after he is twenty 
one yeeres of age, with much advantage, 
fpend a year or two abroad. For he 
may be made capable of larger and freer 
thoughts; and may learne to know 
more of the world and of mankind ; as 
alfo he may fee a great manny ufcful 
things, which our countrey doth not 
afford; and by feing even the fineft 
things in the world, he may arrive at a 
more juft underftanding of what is beft 
on earth, and fo be taught to contemne 
it. And with the help of efFcdual 
recommendations (for complimenting 
ones are not worth carying) he may get 
the acquaintance of worthy and wife 
3 perfons, 
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perforis, t^ho tei^y pro<re kihd *ftd good 
direiflors to him. But what 1 fey of 
travclHiig, I ix>ean only of running be- 
yond fca I for fittce wee have not now 
a king or court in $cx)tland, it is very 
proptf that the gentkmeA be well ac*^ 
quainted with the court of England; 
though there be manny things there, 
that make me wi(h even a fhort ftay 
among them. 
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